
NEW DIRECTIONS FOR STUDENT SUPPORT INITIATIVE

Attached is a brief summary from the Connecticut Summit on New Directions for
Student Support.  Also enclosed is a response form to help expand and guide next steps. 
Please take a few minutes to fill it out and fax it back.

We have also included additional copies of some key summit initiative materials.  We
hope you will have some ideas about how these can be shared with others. 

As you can see in the report, the next step is to establish a Connecticut Steering Group. 
The UCLA Center will facilitate this over the next month. Some work groups will be
established at that point. 

You will be sent updates as the initiative moves forward, and hopefully you will be part
of the Steering or a work group. 

As always, thanks for all you do in the interest of the well-being of children and
adolescents.

Howard Adelman & Linda Taylor, Co-Directors
Center for Mental Health in Schools



Initiative:
    New Directions for Student Support

Next Steps Response Form

(1) If you have not already done so, please indicate:
 
    (a) Would you like to be part of the Steering Group (see description in the Report)?

 YES    NO

    (b) Any others who should be asked to be part of the Steering Group:
Name Contact Info

    (c) What types of work products do you think are needed to move things forward?

    (d) Which of these products would you be willing to help develop as part of a workgroup?

(2) Other Comments:

Your Name _______________________________  Title _______________________________

Organization  _________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________
            
City ___________________________________  State ___________  Zip __________________

Phone (____)________________  Fax (____)________________  E-Mail _________________

Thanks for completing this form.  Return by FAX to (310) 206-8716.
      

 
The Center for Mental Health in Schools is co-directed by Howard Adelman and Linda Taylor    and operates
under the auspices of the School Mental Health Project in the Dept. of Psychology, UCLA.
      Support comes in part from the Office of Adolescent Health, Maternal and Child Health Bureau,
            Health Resources and Services Administration. Co-funding comes from the Center for 

Mental Health Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. 
      Both HRSA and SAMHSA are agencies of the U.S. Dept. of Health and Human  Services.
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New Directions for Student Support Initiative*

Connecticut’s Statewide Summit
in Hartford on November 9, 2004

A wide range of key leaders in education participated in the Summit and expressed
commitment to establishing an ongoing and sustainable initiative to strengthen learning
supports for all students.  The list of those participating on November 9th and those who are
interested but were unable to attend is attached. 

  Objectives for the day were to:

C Clarify new directions thinking about the nature of student support through
clarifying four fundamental problems that must be addressed in pursuing New
Directions (i.e. the policy problem, the intervention frameworks problem, the
infrastructure problem, the systemic change problem).

C Highlight ways to enhance the policy and practice priority status of this
component of schools

C Foster an exchange of information about policy and practice around the country

C Facilitate proactive strategic planning and problem-solving for next steps
statewide and at local levels related to moving student support from the margins to
a central position in school improvement policy and planning

   Summit goals include:

1. Clarifying basic frameworks for new directions in student support

2. Highlighting where it is happening

3. Mobilizing local action toward new directions for student support

4. Providing resource aids for moving forward

5. Developing a mechanism within the state for supporting new directions for
student support.

______________________________

*The New Directions for Student Support Initiative is sponsored by the national Center for
Mental Health in Schools at UCLA. Appendix A lists the co-sponsors and offer a brief
description of the initiative. More information on the Initiative is at

 http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu
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Connecticut Leaders’ Perspectives on New Directions for Student Support

Based on the discussion and written input, participants stressed the following matters as key
considerations in moving schools forward in pursuing new directions for student support in
Connecticut schools: 

1. What is needed to create readiness at state, district, and school-community levels?

>clarifying for stakeholders the science-base (research/data) for the value of learning
    supports in improving schools and student outcomes

>indicating the importance of learning supports in enhancing a sense of hope for
disenfranchised youth and for supporting teachers so they can re-engage students in
classroom learning

>strengthening collaboration at all levels to integrate a system of prevention and
 intervention as early after problem onset as feasible

>articulating cost-benefit analyses

>using political advocacy/action to influence state level policy and funding

2. What strategies will help in moving in new directions?

>develop a common message to use in social marketing of new directions for student
 support

>develop and implement a persistent plan for outreaching to all stakeholders with the
 same message

 >use collaborative town meetings led by school and elected officials

>offer decision makers frameworks for using existing resources in more effective and
 integrated ways

>build on existing initiatives and mandates (e.g., PJ, NCLB, IDEA)

>build on state department of education positon statements related student support

>develop tools to support implementation and monitor process and outcomes

>develop standards for learning supports 

>work to incorporate appropriate accountability measures for learning supports into
student information management systems and keep the locus of accountability at the
level closest to where children are

>work to integrate new directions for student support into staff development at preservice
 and inservice for all school staff

>work to include collaboration and system change into job descriptions

>focus first on integrating resources within the school and district, then link with
 community
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3. What current barriers should be anticipated and addressed?

> leaders for new directions for student support have not yet built sufficient capacity to
influence policy makers, especially with reference to making the case for new
directions based on data about need (e.g., dropout, achievement gap, plateau effect),
science-base for new directions, and cost-benefits

> categorical policy and funding (e.g., regular and special education perceived as
separate, various psychosocial and mental health concerns treated as “unique”
problems) 

> insufficient analyses clarifying what systemic changes are needed and how to sustain
 changes once they are made

> too few well-prepared change agents to facilitate the process

> lack of communication and organization for moving in new directions

> lack of appreciation of common goals and willingness to braid resources

> absence of policy to address funding issues and accountability

> moving forward will be slow until a critical mass of key leaders are committed to the
 type of systemic changes involved in new directions for student support -- e.g., district

superintendents and central office personnel (directors, coordinators), principals and
school leaders (including teachers and support staff), board of education members,
Regional Education Service Centers/Special Education Resource Centers, 
Commissioner of Education, bureau chiefs, state consultants

> current budget problems are decimating student support staff

4. Brainstorming about moving forward in Connecticut?

> create and facilitate a state network to support the work; link with national network

> develop a position paper about new directions for learning support

> develop some brief and succinct documents for social marketing at local levels
 (including examples of what it looks like when learning supports are comprehensive)

> contact and work with Superintendents and Principals who are ready to go and
 engage their directors of pupil personnel in establishing mechanisms for systemic

change

> outreach to Governor, Legislators, Higher Education, Commissioner, business leaders 

> create a Blue Ribbon Commission to explore a policy paper with DOE

> use Summit participants as attendee pool for policy planning

> engage the media 
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Next Steps in Developing a State-wide Initiative for 
New Directions for Student Support  in Connecticut 

As has been the case at each state-wide summit, participants were eager to move ideas
into action and to set priorities on where to start.

(1) Among the steps summit participants indicated they were ready to do individually
  are the following: 

C Talk to the decision makers in the schools and districts about the need and directions for
rethinking student support

C Begin a discussion among pupil services administrators and staff about the need and
directions for rethinking student support

C Look into using redeployed federal funding (IDEA, Title I) to support this work

C Create district/regional planning groups to see how this fits with district initiatives

C Restructure student services to develop a more cohesive system for student learning

C Realign support service personnel by feeder school pattern

C Work with targeted schools on integrated student support as first phase toward scale up

(2) With respect to organizing a state-wide initiative for New Directions for Student
 Support , participants indicated readiness to 

   (a) Create a Steering Group to Guide Next Steps*

This group is to assume ownership of the initiative and commit to championing, leading,
and guiding the process in ways that ensure effective systemic change and sustainability. 
It’s first functions would include:

>identifying, establishing, and providing directions to work groups
>ratifying the “brief” that provides an overview of the need for and general concepts 

for moving in new directions
>supporting, reviewing, and, as appropriate, ratifying work group products

Action step: 

C Over the next 1-2 months, the UCLA Center will facilitate organization of the initial
Steering Group and support its work.

_________________________

*Note: For a steering group to be most effective, its ultimate membership should consist of high level
“power brokers” who have the vision, commitment, position, and status to lead in new directions and also
clear away barriers to progress.  And, it helps to have some staffing resources to support implementation
of steering functions and facilitate work group efforts.  This can be established through the contribution
of resources by the organizations represented on such a group.
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The following individuals have indicated interest in joining a state-wide steering group:

Terrlyn Curry Avery, Psychologist, New London 
Sarah Barzee, Assistance Director for Program Development SERC, Middletown 
Vivian Batterson, Staff Development Specialist, EASTCONN 
Alida Begina, Superintendent, Hamden 
Ron Benner, Coordinator of Special Education Trumbull 
Anthony Cavallaro, Director of Pupil Services and Special Education, Branford 
John Daviau, Program Director, The Governor's Prevention Partnership, Hartford 
Dianne Harnad, Dir. Prevention and Intervention, CT Dept. of MH and Addiction Servs. 
Catherine Hogan, CT Association of School Social Workers, Milford 
Marianne Kirner, Director SERC, Middletown 
Ruth Kirsch, Consultant, SERC, Middletown 
Tom Laudadio, Coordinator of Pupil Personnel Services, Danbury 
Michael Regan, Director of Pupil Services, Newtown 
Michael Sanders, Principal, Stamford 
Glenis Vialva, Program Director, Waterbury Youth Service System 
Candace Ward-McKinlay, District Coord. of Psych, Soc. Servs., Guidance & Special Ed.,

New Britain
Jon Walek, Director Pupil Services, New Britain 

(b) Establish Work Groups

Work groups will be formed to flesh out specific ideas about new directions and about
how to get from there to here. Facilitators for each work group should be established to
ensure group effectiveness and cross-group communication and to interface with the
steering group. Given that groups will include individuals from around the state, the
process would use email, supplemented by U.S. mail, FAX, and phone.

Examples of work group products might be a series of briefs that provide an overview
about the need and possible nature of new directions for student support.

>clarify existing resources and concerns about how they are currently deployed
>outline a comprehensive intervention learning supports framework for 

new directions
>describe how existing infrastructure might be reframed at all levels so that

 new directions are pursued effectively
>clarify what must happen to get from here to there (how to effect necessary

systemic changes)

Action step: 

C As soon as the Steering group is in place, they will focus on establishing work groups for
specified first priority tasks. Here, too, the UCLA Center will facilitate the organization
and initial activity of the work groups.

Individuals indicating interest in working on next steps (e.g., providing information,
joining work groups) include: 

Sue Tenorio, Director, Community Resource Center, Danbury
Brad Noel, Board Member, Hartford 
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David Grice, Consultant, SERC
Christine Carver, Director of Special Services, New London
Rose Paolino, School Counseling Department Chair, West Haven
Winston Johnson, Director of Social Work and Psychology, Hartford
Beryl Williams, School/Family Resource Facilitator, Stamford
Barbara Slone, Consultant, SERC
Lynne Gustafson, School Health, Association of School Nurses of Connecticut
Faine Gauthier, Nursing Supervisor, Wethersfield
Alice Henley, Consultant, SERC

(3) Inform and include others in the initiative – Specifically mentioned:

State Association of Public School Superintendents
Pupil Services Administrators
State PTA/PTO
Governor’s Prevention Partnership
City Councils
Mental Health Association
Juvenile Justice
Departments of Children & Families; Social Services; Mental Health & Addiction, 

Public Health, Mental Retardation, Rehab Services
Parents and other community members
Foundations
State legislators/staffers
Higher Education
Community Development Corporations/Business groups
Ethnic/cultural advocacy groups
Municipal Youth Services Departments
Labor Unions
Support Service Organizations 
PJ Court Monitors and Expert Panel
Youth Service Bureaus

Action steps:  

C As a participant or someone who is interested in New Directions for Student Support, you
are encouraged to send a copy of this document to anyone or any organization that you
feel should be part of the network of people and programs that is coming together around
this important matter.

C As soon as a “brief” that provides an overview of the need for and general concepts for
moving in new directions is ratified, the UCLA Center will facilitate its dissemination,
along with an invitation to recipients to become part of the initiative.

(4) Ensure technical assistance is available for information sharing, networking, 
and capacity building 

>establish Email listserv for the initiative

>facilitate linkages with UCLA Center and others doing this work*
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>Provide workshops related to the work (e.g., on designing learning support
 infrastructure at district, school, and state department; on systemic change methods; on

phasing in new directions; on capacity building of support staff for new roles and
functions)

>develop specific examples of what new directions would look like for students, staff, 
   and families (video)

*Participants identified the following as organizations that should be contacted as
 potential co-sponsors of the initiative and as useful resources in moving in
 new directions for student support in Connecticut

National Regional Educational Labs (toolkits, resource, consultation)
National Afterschool Alliance (Judy Samuelson)
National Center for Community Education
Mott Foundation
21st Century Community Learning Centers (Dr. Robert Stonehill, U.S.D.E.)
Fairfield Foundation support for regional collaboration in afterschool programs
CT Family Resource Center Alliance
Hilton Early Headstart Foundation
Graustein Foundation Discovery Projects
Stupski Foundation & Center for Performance Assessment (closing achievement gap)
Connecticut Department of Children and Families System of Care Kid Care initiative
Connecticut School Readiness Program
American Educational Research Association
New Haven Social Development Office
East Hampton CT Roundtable Discussions (Barbara Moore)
Amistad Academy, New Haven
Offices of Connecticut’s Governor and Lieutenant Governor
Connecticut Education Association
Connecticut Grant from Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
Connecticut Association of Special Education Administrators
Connecticut Associations of School Psychologists, of School Nurses, of School    

Counselors, of School Social Workers
Connecticut Association of Boards of Education
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About the Summits Initiative 

The Summits Initiative: New Directions for Student Support is designed as
a strategic effort to move student support efforts in new directions and into
a central position in improving schools and enhancing outcomes for all
students. It represents a major response to the growing and widespread
imperative for closing the achievement gap and leaving no child behind.

The initiative already has mobilized a great deal of interest and energy from
educational leaders and school staff and from their organizations across the
country. (There are currently 31 co-sponsoring groups.) At this stage, the
emphasis is on increasing proactive advocacy for New Directions for Student
Support, building a leadership network nationally and in every state, and
delineating specific recommendations and action steps for getting from here
to there.  

The Initiative began in October 2002 with a national Summit. This was
followed by a series of regional summits.  Based on the exceptional response,
the decision was made to proceed with state-wide summits.  Indiana was the
fourth of these, following Minnesota, Wisconsin, and California. Several
other states are in the planning stages. At an appropriate time, a policy
makers’ summit on student support will be organized to clarify new
directions and encourage adoption of major recommendations. 

Throughout the process, efforts across the country to move in new directions
are being identified and showcased.  Technical assistance and training for
localities and states is being provided.  And, mutual support networks are
being developed for sharing of effective practices, lessons learned, and data
on progress.  

_____________________

*While all Summit information can be accessed at http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu and many
stakeholders already have received the introductory pamphlet on the initiative and some
other documents, attached to this report are several key documents for sharing with others.
These are (1) an overview about the initiative and the concept paper entitled New Directions
for Student Support, (2) a document outlining Guidelines for a Student Support Component,
and (3) the Executive Summary of the Report from the National Summit. Please feel free
to copy and share any of these and refer colleagues to the information on the website (which
includes examples to answer the question: “Where’s it Happening?” and also offers a
growing tool kit to facilitate the process).
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The New Directions for Student Support Initiative is sponsored by the national
Center for Mental Health in Schools at UCLA* and is co-sponsored by:

C American School Counselors Association
C American School Health Association
C Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development
C California Association of School Psychologists
C California Center for Community School Partnerships
C California Department of Education
C Center for Cooperative Research and Extension Services for Schools
C Center for Prevention of Youth Violence, Johns Hopkins University
C Center for School Mental Health Assistance at the University of Maryland at Baltimore
C Center for Social and Emotional Education
C Coalition for Cohesive Policy in Addressing Barriers to Development & Learning
C Coalition for Community Schools
C Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning
C Education Development Center
C Indiana Department of Education
C Johns Hopkins University Graduate Division of Educ.
C Minnesota Department of Public Instruction
C National Alliance of Pupil Service Organizations
C National Association of Pupil Services Administrators
C National Association of School Nurses
C National Association of School Psychologists
C National Association of Secondary School Principals
C National Association of Social Workers
C National Association of State Boards of Education
C National Center for Community Education
C National Middle Schools Association
C Policy Leadership Cadre for MH in Schools
C Regional VII Comprehensive Center
C School Social Work Association of America
C Urban Special Education Leadership Collaborative
C Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

*The Center is co-directed by Howard Adelman and Linda Taylor and operates under the auspices of the
School Mental Health Project, Department of Psychology, UCLA. Write: Center for Mental Health in
Schools, Box 951563, Los Angeles, CA 90095- 1563 Phone: (310) 825-3634 Fax: (310) 206-8716 E-mail:
smhp@ucla.edu Website: http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu

Support comes in part from the Office of Adolescent Health, Maternal and Child Health Bureau
(Title V, Social Security Act), Health Resources and Services Administration

(Project #U93 MC 00175), with co-funding from the Center for Mental Health Services,
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.

Both are agencies of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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* Indicates last minute schedule conflicts that precluded attendance

Howard Adelman, Co-Director
UCLA Center for Mental Health in Schools
Dept. of Psych. Box 951563
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1563
Phone: 310/825-1225
Fax: 310/206-8716
Email: adelman@psych.ucla.edu

Delia Adorno, President
Connecticut School Counselor Association
189 Seaside Ave
Westbrook, CT 06498
Phone: 860-399-6791
Email: sadorno@snet.net

Claudia Albert, Assistant Superintendent
Stonington Public Schools
PO Box 479
49 N. Stonington Rd.
Old Mystic, CT 06372
Phone: 860-572-0506
Fax: 860-572-8155
Email: calbert@stoningtonschools.org

Nancy Aleman, Consultant
Connecticut State Department of Education
25 Industrial Park
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone: 860/807-2044
Fax: 860-807-2127
Email: nancy.aleman@po.state.ct.us

Al Alissi, Consultant
Hartford Public Schools/Uconn
960 Main St.
Hartford, CT 06103
Phone: 860-695-8460
Fax: 860-722-8630
Email: wjohnson@hartfordschools.org

*Aram Aslanian, Asst. Professor
Western Connecticut State University
181 White St.
Danbury, CT 06810
Phone: 203-837-8512
Fax: 203-453-9430
Email: aslaniana@wcsu.edu

Terrlyn Avery, Psychologist
New London High
490 Jefferson
New London, CT 06320
Phone: 860-437-6439
Email: curry-averyt@newlondon.org

*Cherie Balkcom, School Psychologist
Connecticut Association of School Psychologists
395 Westfield Ave
Bridgeport, CT 06606
Phone: 203-341-1678
Fax: 203-341-1614
Email: cherbear_b@yahoo.com

Sarah Barzee, Assistant Director
SERC
25 Industrial Park
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone: 860-632-1485 x370
Fax: 860-632-8870
Email: barzec@ctserc.org

Vivian Batterson, Staff Developer
EASTCONN
Windham Mills, Bldg. #1
322 Main Street
Willimantic, CT 06226
Phone: 860-455-0707
Fax: 860-456-9407
Email: vbatterson@eastconn.org

Alida Begina, Superintendent
Hamden Public Schools
60 Putnam Ave
Hamden, CT 06517
Phone: 203-407-2202
Fax: 203-407-2091
Email: alida.begina@hamden.org

Ron Benner, Coordinator of Special Services
Trumbull Public Schools
6254 Main St.
Trumbull, CT 06483
Phone: 203-452-4352
Fax: 203-452-4357
Email: bennerr@trumbullps.org

Audrey Burke, Director of Pupil Personnel & Special
Ed. Programs
Meriden Public Schools
22 Liberty Street
Meriden, CT 06450
Phone: 203-630-4177
Fax: 203-630-4436
Email: audrey.burke@meriden.k12.ct.us
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*Margaret Butler, Director, Pupil Personnel Services
Berlin Board of Education
238 Kensington Road
Berlin, CT 06037
Phone: 860-828-6581
Fax: 860-829-0832

Cheryl Carotenuti, Health Promotion Cons.
CT State Dept. of Education
25 Industrial Park Rd.
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone: 860-807-2108
Fax: 860-807-2127
Email: cheryl.carotenuti@po.state.ct.us

*Trudy Carpenter, Director of Special Services
Ledyard Public Schools
4 Blonder Blvd.
Ledyard, CT 06339
Phone: 860/464-9255
Fax: 860/464-8589
Email: beverett@ledyard.net

Christine Carver, Director of Special Services
New London Public Schools
134 Williams Street
New London, CT 06320
Phone: 860-447-6010
Fax: 860-447-6020
Email: carverc@newlondon.org

Karen Case, Assoc. Prof. Ed. Leadership
University of Hartford
200 Bloomfield Ave.
West Hartford, CT 06117
Phone: 860-768-4369
Email: kcase@hartford.edu

Anthony Cavallaro, Director of Pupil Services
Branford Board of Education
185 Damascas Road
Branford, CT 06405
Phone: 203-488-5000
Fax: 203-315-3535
Email: acavallaro@branford.k12.ct.us

Charles Cicarella, Supervisor of Special Education
New Haven Public Schools
54 Meadow St., 3rd Floor
New Haven, CT 06519
Email: charles.cicarella@new-haven.k12.ct.us

*George Coleman, Associate Commissioner
CT State Dept. of Education
165 Capitol Ave.
Hartford, CT 06106
Email: george.coleman@po.state.ct.us

George Culp, Director of Support Services
East Hampton Public School System
94 Main Street
East Hampton, CT 06424
Phone: 860-365-4009
Fax: 860-365-4004
Email: dirsupport@easthamptonct.org

Patsy Darity, Director, Adult and Alternative
Education
Hartford Board of Education
245 Locust St.
Hartford, CT 06114
Phone: 860-695-5853
Fax: 860-722-8606
Email: pdarity@hartfordschools.org

John Daviau, Program Director
Governor's Prevention Partnership
30 Arbor St.
Hartford, CT 06106
Phone: 860-523-8042
Fax: 860-236-9412
Email: john.daviau@prentionworksct.org

Lou DeLoreto, Coordinator of Guidance/Voc Ed
Hartford Public Schools
960 Main St.
Hartford, CT 06103
Phone: 860-695-8511
Fax: 860-722-8490

*Ann Dombroski, Assistant Superintendent
Branford Public Schools
1111 Main Street
Branford, CT 06405
Phone: 203-488-7276
Fax: 203-315-3505
Email: adombroski@branford.k12.ct.us

George Dowaliby, Bureau Chief
Connecticut State Dept. of Ed.
165 Capitol Ave. 3rd Floor
Hartford, CT 06145-2219
Phone: 860-713-6912
Fax: 860-713-7051
Email: george.dowaliby@po.state.ct.us

Bonnie Edmondson, Health Education Consultant
Connecticut State Dept. of Education
25 Industrial Park Rd.
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone: 860-807-2077
Fax: 860-807-2127
Email: bonnie.edmondson@po.state.ct.us
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Sherrill Ellis, Coordinator, Student Support Services
Stamford Public Schools
888 Washington Blvd.
Stamford, CT 06901
Phone: 203/977-4889
Fax: 203/961-9209
Email: sellis@ci.stamford.ct.us

Joyce Emmett, Director Special Education
Danbury Public Schools
63 Beaver Brook Rd.
Danbury, CT 06810
Phone: 203-790-2613
Fax: 203-790-2612
Email: emmetj@danbury.k12.ct.us

Denise Epps, Director of Special Services
South Windsor School District
1737 Main Street
South Windsor, CT 06074
Phone: 860-291-1235
Fax: 860-291-1235
Email: depps@swindsor.k12.ct.us

Leah Fichtner, Senior Director, Health/Attendance
Hartford Public Schools
960 Main St.
Hartford, CT 06103
Phone: 860/695-8460
Email: lfichtner@hartfordschools.org

*Karen Fitzsimmons, Principal
Memorial Elementary School
20 Smith Street
East Hampton, CT 06424
Phone: 860-365-4020
Fax: 860-365-4024
Email: principalmemorial@easthamptonct.org

Joy Fopiano, Program Coordinator
Southern Connecticut State University
501 Crescent St.
New Haven, CT 06515
Phone: 203-392-5910
Fax: 203-392-5917
Email: FOPIANOJ1@southernct.edu

Mary Forde, Director, Pupil Personnel Services
Greenwich Public Schools
290 Greenwich
Greenwich, CT 06830
Phone: 203-625-7466
Fax: 203-625-7490
Email: mary_forde@greenwich.k12.ct.us

Kathie Gabrielson, Supervisor of Special Education
New Haven Public Schools
54 Meadow St., 3rd Floor
New Haven, CT 06519
Phone: 203-946-8665
Fax: 203-946-7359
Email: gabrielk@new-haven.k12.ct.us

Faine Gauthier, Nursing Supervisor
Wethersfield Public Schools
461 Wells Rd.
Wethersfield, CT 06109
Phone: 860/529-6179
Fax: 860/571-8194
Email: faine36@aol.com

Glenn Gemma, Director Student & Family
Assistance
Hartford Public Schools
85 Edwards St.
Hartford, CT 06424
Phone: 860-695-2193
Email: gemmg001@hartfordschools.org

Bill Glass, Assoc. Superintendent
Danbury Public Schools
63 Beaver Brook Road
Danbury, CT 06810
Phone: 203-797-4724
Fax: 203-790-2875
Email: glassw@danbury.k12.ct.us

David Grice, Consultant
SERC
25 Industrial Park Rd.
Middletown, CT 06457-1520
Phone: 860-632-1485
Fax: 860-635-4681
Email: grice@ctserc.org

Lynne Gustafson, Past President ASNC & NASN
Association of School Nurses of Connecticut
49 Oak Dr.
Hebron, CT 06248
Phone: 860-646-0006
Email: cgustafson01@snet.net

Dianne Harnad, Director of Prevention Programs
Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services
410 Capitol Ave.
Hartford, CT 06134
Phone: 860-418-6828
Email: dianne.harnad@po.state.ct.us



* Indicates last minute schedule conflicts that precluded attendance

Sally Harrison, Deputy Superintendent
Stamford Public Schools
888 Washington Blvd.
Stamford, CT 06901
Phone: 203-977-4567
Fax: 203-977-4968
Email: sharrison@ci.stamford.ct.us

Norris Haynes, Chair, School Counseling &
Psychology Dept.
Southern Connecticut State University
501 Crescent St.
New Haven, CT 06515
Phone: 203-392-5910
Fax: 203-392-5917
Email: HAYNESN1@southernct.edu

Alice Henley, Consultant
SERC
25 Industrial Park Rd.
Middletown, CT 06416
Phone: 860-632-1485 x311
Fax: 860-635-4681
Email: henley@ctserc.org

Mary Henwood, School Psychologist
Welton Public Schools
336 Belden Hill Road
Wilton, CT 06897
Phone: 203-762-3374
Fax: 203-761-1570

*Sharon Herman, Special Education Director
Trumbull DOE
90 Knollwood Dr.
Stratford, CT 06614
Phone: 203-378-6817
Fax: 203-452-4357
Email: shar30@cptonline.net

Catherine Hogan, Educational Consultant/Advocate
Connecticut Association of School Social Workers
c/o 21 Avon Street
Milford, CT 06460
Phone: 203-877-8449
Email: hogan@cassw.org

Winston Johnson, Director of SSW & Psy Services
Hartford Public Schools
960 Main St.
Hartford, CT 06103
Phone: 860-695-8451
Fax: 860-722-8737
Email: wjohnson@hartfordschools.org

Marianne Kirner, Director
SERC
25 Industrial Park Rd
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone: 860-632-1485
Fax: 860-632-8870
Email: kirner@ctserc.org

Ruth Kirsch, Consultant
Special Education Resource Center
25 Industrial Park Road
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone: 860-632-1485
Fax: 860-632-8870
Email: kirsch@ctserc.org

Tom Laudadio, Coordinator of Pupil Services
Danbury Public Schools
63 Beaver Brook Road
Danbury, CT 068110
Phone: 203-797-4726
Fax: 203-790-2612
Email: laudat@danbury.k12.ct.us

Michelle LeBrun-Griffin, Consultant
SERC
25 Industrial Park Road
Middletown, CT 06489
Phone: 860-632-1485
Fax: 860-635-4681
Email: griffin@ctserc.org

Larry Leverett, Superintendent
Greenwich Public Schools
290 Greenwich Ave
Greenwich, CT 06830
Phone: 203-625-7425
Fax: 203-618-9379
Email: larry_leverett@greenwich.k12.ct.us

Robert Long, Vice Chair
Hartford Board of Education
960 Main St.
Hartford, CT 06103
Phone: 860-695-8410
Fax: 860-722-8650
Email: glongr@sbcglobal.net

*Anne Loughrain, Director of Pupil Services/Special
Education
Suffield Public Schools
350 Mountain Road
Suffield, CT 06078
Phone: 860-668-3806
Fax: 860-668-3805
Email: aloughrain@sps.suffield.org
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Nina Malinak, Executive Director
Connecticut Counseling Association
35 Leslie Road Apt. L
Bridgeport, CT 06606
Phone: 203-374-3390
Fax: 203-374-3390
Email: cca_exec_dir@msn.com

Dian Marandola, Board Member/Pediatric Nurse
Practitioner
New Milford School District
74 Squash Hollow
New Milford, CT 06776
Phone: 860-355-3487
Fax: 860-354-4957
Email: dtm@snet.net

Candace McCann, Director, Pupil Personnel Services
New Fairfield Public Schools
54 Gillotte Rd.
New Fairfield, CT 06812
Phone: 203-312-5774
Fax: 203-312-5804
Email: cmccann@new-fairfield.k12.ct.us

Kim Mearman, Consultant
SERC
25 Industrial Park Rd.
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone: 860-632-1485
Fax: 860-632-8870
Email: mearman@ctserc.org

Donna Merritt, Consultant
SERC
25 Industrial Park Road
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone: 860-423-4972
Fax: 860-635-4681
Email: merritt@ctserc.org

Jeffrey Mulqueen, Asst Supt for Curriculum,
Instruction & Evaluation
Windham Public School
322 Prospect Street
Willimantic, CT 06226
Phone: 860-465-2315
Fax: 860-465-2576
Email: jmulqueen@windham.k12.ct.us

William Nelson, Director of Special Education
Madison Public Schools
PO Drawer 71,
Madison, CT 06443-2562
Phone: 203-245-6340
Fax: 203-245-6333
Email: nelsonb@madison.k12.ct.us

*Joan Nicoll-Senft, Assistant Professor
Central Connecticut State University
1615 Stanley St.
New Britain, CT 06050
Phone: 860-832-2403
Fax: 860-832-2109
Email: nicoll-senftj@ccsu.edu

Elizabeth Brad Noel, Member
Hartford Board of Education
141 Ridgefield St.
Hartford, CT 06112
Phone: 860/247-0759
Fax: 860/247-0759
Email: ebradnoel@cs.com

Joe O'Callaghan, Director, Student Support Services
Stamford Public Schools
888 Washington Blvd.
Stamford, CT 06901
Phone: 203/977-4521
Email: jocallaghan@ci.stamford.ct.us

*Patricia O'Connor, Director of Special Education
Ridgefield Public Schools
70 Prospect Street
Ridgefield, CT 06877
Phone: 203-431-2800 x2019
Fax: 203-431-2808
Email: poconnor@ridgefield.org

Rose Paolino, School Counselor
West Haven High School
1 McDonough Plaza
West Haven, CT 06516
Phone: 203/937-4360
Fax: 203/931-4735
Email: rosek123@aol.com

*Cathy Patterson, Asst. Superintendent
Ledyard School District
4 Blonder Blvd.
Ledyard, CT 06339
Phone: 860-464-9255

Mark Rabinowitz, Principal
Mary Tisko School
118 Damascus Rd.
Banford, CT 06405
Phone: 203-483-1826
Fax: 203-483-7528
Email: mrabinowitz@branford.k12.ct.us

Michael Regan, Director of Pupil Services
Newtown Board of Education
4 Fairfield Circle S
Newtown, CT 06470
Phone: 203-426-7626
Fax: 203-270-6185
Email: reganm@newton.k12.ct.us
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Cathi Richard, Principal
Danbury High School
43 Clapboard Ridge Rd.
Danbury, CT 06811
Phone: 203-797-4808
Email: richac@danbury.k12.ct.us

Robert Rifenbug, Principal
South St. School
129 South Street
Danbury, CT 06810
Phone: 203-797-4787
Email: rifenr@danbury.k12.ct.us

Jenny Rojano, Mental Heatlh Coord
HPS - Hartford Public School
85 Edwards St.
Hartford, CT 06103
Phone: 860-695-2183
Fax: 860-722-8630
Email: rojanoj@hartford-schools.org

Charlene Russell-Tucker, Bureau Chief
Connecticut State Department of Education
25 Industrial Park Rd.
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone: 860-807-2071
Fax: 860-807-2127
Email: charlene.russell-tucker@po.state.ct.us

Michael Sanders, Principal
Stamford Public Schools
800 Stillwater Rd.
Stamford, CT 06902
Phone: 203-977-4507
Fax: 203-977-4507
Email: m.sanders@el.stamford.ct.us

*Mara Siladi, Director, Grants Oversight & Extended
Day Programs
Stamford Public Schools
888 Washington Blvd.
Stamford, CT 06901
Phone: 203-977-4902
Fax: 203-977-4128
Email: msiladi@ci.stamford.ct.us

Barbara Slone, Consultant
SERC
25 Industrial Park Road
Middletown, CT 06457-1520
Phone: 860-632-1485 x340
Email: slone@ctserc.org

Nancy Stark, Education Mgr. of School Improvement
and Literacy
CT State Dept of Education
165 Capitol Ave.
Hartford, CT 06106
Phone: 860-713-6775
Fax: 860-713-7023
Email: nancy.stark@po.state.ct.us

Mary Stenta, Child Study/Intervention
New Britain Consolidated School District
272 Main St.
New Britain, CT 06050-1960

*Betty Sternberg, Commissioner of Education
CT State Dept. of Education
165 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, CT 06106
Phone: 860-713-6500
Fax: 860-713-7001
Email: betty.sternberg@po.state.ct.us

*Archie Swindell, Member, Board of Education
Groton Public Schools
192 Monument St.
Groton, CT 06340
Phone: 860-449-8658
Email: swindellac@tvcconnect.net

Linda Taylor, Co-Director
UCLA Center for Mental Health in Schools
Dept. of Psych. Box 951563
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1563
Phone: 310/825-3634
Fax: 310/206-8716
Email: ltaylor@ucla.edu

Sue Tenorio, Director
Danbury Public Schools
Community Resource Center
1 School Ridge Rd
Danbury, CT 06811
Phone: 203-797-4733
Fax: 203-830-6590
Email: tenors@danbury.k12.ct.us

Suzanne Tocci, Student Services Administrator
Torrington Public Schools
355 Migeon Ave
Torrington, CT 06790
Phone: 860-489-2320
Email: stocci@torrington.org
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*Angelo Vespe, Assistant Superintendent Pupil
Personnel
Stratford Board of Education
1000 E. Broadway
Stratford, CT 06615
Phone: 203-385-4225
Fax: 203-381-2012
Email: vepea@stratford.k12.ct.us

Glenis Vialva, Program Director
Waterbury Youth Service System, Inc.
95 N. Main St.
Waterbury, CT 06702
Phone: 203/573-0264
Fax: 203/755-4835
Email: wyss.ysb.glenis@snet.net

Jeffrey Villar, Associate Superintendent
Meriden Public Schools
22 Liberty St.
Meriden, CT 06450

*John Vitale, Superintendent
Colchester School District
127 Norwich Ave
Suite 202
Colchester, CT 06415
Phone: 860-537-7260
Email: suptschools@colchesterct.org

Rita Volkmann, Board of Education Member
Groton Public Schools
1300 Flanders Road
Mystic, CT 06355
Phone: 860-572-2110
Fax: 860-572-5852
Email: volk135@aol.com

Jon Walek, Director, Pupil Services
Consolidated School District of New Britain
272 Main St.
New Britain, CT 06050
Phone: 860/827-2234
Fax: 860/827-2273
Email: walek@new-britain.k12.ct.us

Joanne Walker, Associate Professor
Central Connecticut State University
1615 Stanley Street
New Britain, CT 06053
Phone: 860-832-2400
Fax: 860-832-2109
Email: walkerjo@ccsu.edu

Candace Ward-McKinlay, District Coordinator for
School Psychology
New Britain Consolidated School District
272 Main St.
New Britain, CT 06050-1960
Email: mckinlay@new-britain.k12.ct.us

Beryl Williams, School/Family Resources
Stamford Public Schools
888 Washington Blvd.
Stamford, CT 06901
Phone: 203/977-4465
Fax: 203/977-4314
Email: bwilliams@ci.stamford.ct.us
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Thomas DiCorleto, Director of SAP Service
Granby Public Schools
15-B North Granby Road
Granby, CT 06035
Phone: 860-844-5257
Fax: 860-844-6081

Ann Gruenberg, Associate Professor
Eastern Connecticu State University
83 Windham State
Willimantic, CT 06226
Phone: 800-465-5268
Fax: 800-465-5099
Email: Gruenberg@easternct.edu

Madeline Illinger, Director of Special Education
Griswold Public School
267 Slater Avenue
Griswold, CT 06351
Phone: 860-376-7650
Fax: 860-376-7653
Email: millinge@griswold.k12.ct.us

Alice Jackson, Assistant Superintendent
Newtown School District
11 Queen Street
Newtown, CT 06470
Phone: 203-426-7621
Email: jacksona@newtown.k12.ct.us

Marion Martinez, Superintendent
East Hartford Public Schools
1110 Main St.
East Hartford, CT 06108
Phone: 860-622-5107
Fax: 860-622-5719
Email: mmartinez@easthartford.org

Margo Marvin, Superintendent
Putnam Public Schools
126 Church Street
Putnam, CT 06260
Phone: 860-963-6900
Fax: 860-963-6903
Email: marvinm@putnam.k12.ct.us

Kathleen Raymond, Director of Student Services
Tolland Public Schools
Parker Memorial School
104 Old Post Road
Tolland, CT 06084
Phone: 860-870-6875
Email: kraymond@tolland.k12.ct.us

Kevin Reich, Director of Curriculum/Adminstrative
Services
East Hampton Board of Education
94 Main St.
East Hampton, CT 06424
Phone: 860-365-4000
Fax: 860-365-4004
Email: diradmservices@easthamptonct.org

Marina Rivera,
Norwalk Community College
28 Strawberry Hill Ave.
Norwalk, CT 06855-1427
Phone: 203-857-7019
Email: mrivera@ncc.commnet.edu

Lynn Scull, Enfield Board of Education
Alliance for Children and Families Enfield
6 Pinecrest Road
Enfield, CT 06082

Gwen Van Dorp, Superintendent of Schools
Board of Education
15-B North Granby Road
Granby, CT 06035
Phone: 860-844-5250
Fax: 860-844-6081


