lowaCO

Curriculum -

District Self Study Guide

Each school district and accredited non-public school in lowa is required to develop a written plan
to describe their implementation of the lowa Core Curriculum. The first phase of the
implementation of the lowa Core Curriculum is the completion of a comprehensive district self study
of current practices, actions taken in the past, work already completed, and work that must be
completed. This document provides broad guidance on the use of the Scoring Rubric and related
documents, organized across the following areas:

s Purpose and Use

» Content

e Future Directions

e  Steps to Complete

»  Outcome Guidance (Leadership - Community)

¢  Scoring Rubric

« Consensus Rating form

s Feedback Form

« Appendices ~ PowerPoint Overview, Outcome 2 documents and Definitions

Purpose and Use
The purposes of the District Self Study are to: .~
(1) Obtain baseline information for districts to use to deveiop thelr Implementation Plan,
(2) Provide progress monitoring information for continuous 1mprovement of lowa Core
Curriculum implementation,
(3) Help districts prioritize their needs in preparation for the development of their lowa Core
Curriculum Implementation Plan,
(4) Provide the state a way to evaluate the rollout and progress of Iowa Core Curriculum
implementation.

Districts need to complete the self study as baseline prior to the development of any part of their
implementation plan; district self Study results should be used to develop an initial implementation
plan. It is not apticipated that districts will score at the highest levels on this rubric during the
baseline assessment phase; rather it is more likely that districts will score low-to-medium and use
results to identify priorities and actions that will result in growth, that will be reflected on future
administrations of the rubric:. Fu ’the itimate and most important outcome for districts is the
discussion that surrounds the.self study: the score on the rubric is a reflection of this facilitated
discussion. v

The district self study is to be used as an individual district baseline and progress monitoring tool
embedded into a continuous improvement process. Results should not and will not be used as
comparison scores across districts. 4t'is most important that districts experience growth across
Outcomes/Actions and years.

The Scoring Rubric and Consensus Rating form have been developed by outcome and released for
use subsequent to established lowa Core Curriculum vetting procedures. Therefore, it is expected
that districts will complete the self study by outcome, as subsequent rubrics become available and
develop initial implementation plans over time using results from these self studies.

The following are recommended practices for completing the Scoring Rubric:

(1) Diverse Stakeholder Input - The full lowa Core Curriculum District Leadership Team should
be engaged to complete the Scoring Rubric for baseline and subsequent progress
monitoring administrations. Processes should be used that elicit not only input, but
ownership in self study results and subsequent initial implementation plan;

(2) Eacilitator- Self study facilitators should review this guide as well as the actual Scoring
Rubric and Consensus Rating form prior to leading any group to complete the Scoring
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