
An Open Letter to Congress*
Re: Reauthorizing the Elementary and Secondary Education Act

to Better Address Barriers to Learning and Teaching

Any fundamental effort to close the achievement gap and reduce dropout rates must directly
zero-in on matters that are keeping too many students from connecting effectively with
good instruction.

Good instruction, of course, is essential! It’s a truism that schools continuously need to improve
the quality of teaching. And, so it is quite logical that many facets of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (currently designated the No Child Left Behind Act) are designed to
focus school improvement efforts on enhancing instruction.

But, as you know, better instruction alone cannot ensure that all students have an equal
opportunity to succeed at school. Indeed, focusing mainly on improving instruction is a recipe
for maintaining a very unsatisfactory status quo for too many students in urban schools and in
poor rural areas. So, a critical question is: What else needs to be considered as you move to
reauthorize the act?

The answer is: Ensuring there is a strong focus on how to help schools improve the ways they
address barriers to learning and teaching.

As policy analyses make clear, this is a concern that has had so little attention that it can only be
described as grossly marginalized in policy and practice. As a result, there continues to be an
amazing disconnect between the rhetoric and the reality of leaving no child behind.

Policy analyses clarify where policy to date has failed. Research on what schools are currently
doing indicates fundamental gaps in school improvement planning and initiatives for linking
community resources to schools that often are poorly conceived (references available on
request). The situation is as follows: Most school districts offer a range of programs and services
oriented to student learning, behavior, and emotional needs and problems. Some are provided
throughout a school district, others are carried out at or linked to targeted schools. Some are
owned and operated by schools; some are from community agencies. The interventions may be
for all students in a school, for those in specified grades, for those identified as "at risk," and/or
for those in need of compensatory or special education. Looked at as a whole, a considerable
amount of activity is taking place and substantial resources are being expended. But, it is widely
recognized that the whole enterprise is not well conceived, practices are fragmented, and too
many school planners continue to treat the work as nonessential.

For various reasons, those concerned with addressing barriers to learning and teaching have
focused narrowly on specific matters such as parent involvement, school safety, mentoring, and
coordination of services. These types of efforts often are referred to as low-hanging fruit by
politicians looking to show they are “doing something.” Unfortunately, such a piecemeal and ad
hoc approach tends to increase the widespread problems of fragmentation, wasteful redundancy,
and counterproductive competition for resources. In turn, this has exacerbated, rather than
reduced the marginalization of efforts to address barriers to learning and teaching and has made
a mockery out of stated commitments to close the achievement gap and reduce dropout rates.
Instead of tinkering around the edges, you should focus on the big picture and the central policy
question:

How can school and community resources be braided together to develop a
comprehensive, multifaceted, and cohesive systemic approach for addressing barriers

to learning and development?

And, this involves focusing on more than coordinating publicly funded services. It requires an
emphasis on coalescing all the resources in a community that have overlapping missions and



concerns about ensuring children and adolescents have an equal opportunity to succeed at school
and in adult life.

The attached Figure was developed to highlight aspects of such an approach in terms of a public
health continuum. The illustrated continuum encompasses efforts to enable academic, social,
emotional, and physical development and address learning, behavior, and emotional problems at
every school. As noted, most schools have some programs and services that fit along the entire
continuum. However, the tendency to focus mostly on the most severe problems has skewed
things so that too little is done to prevent and intervene early after the onset of a problem. The
result has been characterized in Congressional testimony as a “waiting for failure” approach.

Policy that helps schools and communities move forward in developing the full continuum is the
only way to stem the tide of students who are referred for learning, behavior, and emotional
problems and who eventually dropout or are pushed out of school.

Such policy must effectively establish a comprehensive intervention framework that can be used
to map, analyze, and set priorities. It must call for rethinking infrastructure so that there is
leadership and mechanisms for building a system of learning supports at every school and for
connecting school and community resources. And, it must provide guidance for the difficulties
inherent in facilitating major systemic changes.

The key then is to end the policy marginalization of direct efforts to address barriers to learning
and teaching. In doing so, you will have taken great strides toward ending the fragmentation of
current practices and toward establishing a unified and fully integrated system of supports to
enable the academic, social, and emotional learning of all students.

In moving forward, you don’t have to reinvent the wheel. There are a host of pioneering efforts
across the country that are working toward comprehensive systems of student/learning supports.
Hawai`i, California, and Iowa provide three prominent examples of state level policy to promote
developing systemwide comprehesnive approaches. These are all highlighted on the website
UCLA has created that includes a focus on new directions for student support.* See

>Hawai`i Department of Education (2004). Comprehensive Student Support System.
Overview online at: http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/wheresithappening/hawaii.pdf

>California’s Proposed Legislation (2007). Comprehensive Pupil Learning Support System.
Online at: http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/summit2002/sb288(2-15-07).pdf

>Iowa State Department of Education working with the Iowa Collaborative for Youth
Development (2005). Fulfilling a Promise, Investing in Iowa’s Future: Enhancing Iowa’s
Systems of Supports for Learning & Development.
Brief Summary online at: http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/iowabriefsummaryofdesign.pdf
Full document online at: http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/iowasystemofsupport.pdf

Well, that’s it for now. We sincerely thank you for playing a role in the best interests of students
and their schools.

And, if you want us to help as you move forward with addressing barriers to learning and
teaching during the reauthorization process, we are ready to do our part.
__________________________
*Note: This letter does not lobby for any specific program, initiative, group, etc.  It is designed
solely to highlight the results of policy analyses that have clarified fundamental policy gaps that
require Congressional attention and to indicate the desire of the signees to help address the gaps.

As of now, this letter is endorsed by 51 organizations and 178 other individuals. See the list online
at http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/congress%20letter.pdf  

http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/wheresithappening/hawaii.pdf
http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/summit2002/sb288(2-15-07).pdf
http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/iowabriefsummaryofdesign.pdf
http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/iowasystemofsupport.pdf
http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/congress%20letter.pdf


Integrated Systems for Meeting the Needs of All Students



Endorsed by:

Organizations

American School Health Association
Kent, OH
Contact: Susan Wooley, Executive Director

American Youth Policy Forum, 
Washington, DC 
Contact: Betsy Brand, Director

Arizona Association of School Psychologists
Mesa, AZ 
Contact: Claudia Weiss, President

Association for Children's Mental Health 
Statewide Family Organization, Michigan
Okemos, MI
Contact:  Amy Winans, Executive Director

Augusta County Schools 
Fishersville, VA
Contact: Elaine Almarode, Curriculum Supervisor

Behavioral Health Resources
Olympia, WA 
Contact: Andrea Parrish, Dir. Children's Services

Berkeley Unified School District 
Berkeley, CA
Contact: Michele Lawrence, Superintendent 

Boca Raton's Promise
Boca Raton, FL
Contact: Rita Thrasher, Executive Director

Boston Connects
Allston, MA 
Contact: Mary E. Walsh / Patrice DiNatale

CA Association of Pupil Personnel Administrators 
Sacramento, CA
Contact: Margot Tobias, State Chair

CA Association of School Psychologists
Sacramento, CA
Contact: Suzanne M. Fisher, Exec. Dir. 

CA Association of School Social Workers
Sacramento, CA
Contact: Dan McCarthy, President

Center for Mental Health in Schools, UCLA
Los Angeles, CA 
Contact: Howard Adelman or Linda Taylor
Co-Directors

Center for School Mental Health
University of Maryland
Baltimore, MD
Contact: Mark Weist, Director

Center for Social and Emotional education
New York, NY
contact: Jonathan Cohen, president

The Center for the Advancement of
Youth, Family & Community Services, Inc.
Glastonbury, CT
Contact: David Blumenkrantz, Ph.D., Ed.M.,LADC

Children’s Support Coalition
Williamson County, TX
Contact: Collin Cook, Program Coordinator

Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional
Learning (CASEL)
Chicago, IL
Contacts: Roger Weissberg, President & Mary Utne
O'Brien, Executive Director

Council on Drug & Alcohol Abuse
Lancaster, PA
Contact: David H. Bender, Executive Director

Dallas Independent School District
Dallas, TX
Contact: Linda Yater, Assist Supt, Student Services

Daly City Youth Health Center
Daly City CA
Contact: Barbara Raboy, MPH, Director

Dunsmuir High School
Dunsmuir, CA
Contact: Ellen McArron, Con. App. Coord.

Early Intervention Research Institute, 
Utah State University, 
Logan,  UT 
Contact: Richard N. Roberts, Ph.D. Director

EdNews.org 
Sugar Land, TX
Contact: Jimmy Kilpatrick, Editor

Feeder School Networks in Utah
Orem, UT
Contact: John Bone, Director

Green Bay Area Public Schools
School Social Work Department
Green Bay, WI  
Contact: Janelle Peotter-Webber

Indiana Chapter
National Association of Social Workers
Indianapolis, IN
Contact: Josephine Hughes



Institute for Learning and Teaching
St. Paul, MN
Contact: Wayne Jennings, Executive Director

IA Federation of Families for Children's MH
Anamosa,  IA
Contact: Lori Reynolds,  Executive Director

IU8 Education Programs and Services
Somerset, PA
Contact: John Breen, Psychologist

John Daviau Consulting, LLC
New Haven, CT
Contact: John Daviau

Kentucky Center for School Safety
Eastern Kentucky University
Richmond, Kentucky
Contact: Jon Akers, Executive Director

Lakewood's Promise--The Alliance for Youth
Lakewood, WA
Contact: Andrea Gernon

Learning Support Services of Metrowest
Holliston, MA
Contact: Clayton Ryan

Lin County Mental Health and Developmental
Disabilities
Cedar Rapids, IA
Contact: Craig Wood, Director

Long Island Social Emotional Learning Forum
Huntington, NY
Contact: Joan R. Fretz

Maike Associates
Port Angeles, WA
Contact: Michelle Maike, Director

Medical-Legal Partnership for Children
Boston Medical Center
Boston, MA
Contact: Pamela Tames, Senior Staff Attorney/
Director of Education & Training

Millville Public Schools
Millville, NJ
Shelly Schneider, Superintendent
Contact, Nancy Laurelli, Director
Safe Schools/Healthy Students

National Assembly on School-Based Health Care
Washington, DC 
Contact: Laura Hurwitz, Dir, School MH Programs

Nat Assoc of Pupil Services Administrators 
Williamsport, PA  
Contact: Wayne Fausnaught, Exec Director

New Futures
Seattle, WA
Contact: Laura Silverstein, Assoc. Director

Partnership for Results
Auburn, NY
Contact:  Philip B. Uninsky, JD, Exec. Dir.

Portland Student Health Centers
Public Health Division
Health & Human Services Dept
Portland, ME
Contact: Lisa Belanger MSN, NP, Program Manager

School & Community Network
Lancaster, PA
Contact: Heidi Kraft, Director

School Mental Health Committee 
New Hanover County Schools
Wilmington, NC
Contact: Bill Trant, Exec. Director
Special Education

Solano Parent Network
Fairfield, CA
Contact: Cecilia Jungkeit

Special Education District of McHenry County
Woodstock, IL
Contact: Dr. Christy Chambers, Superintendent

Statewide Parent Advocacy Network of NJ
Newark, NJ
Contact: Diana Autin, Exec. Co-Director

Stillwater School District
Stillwater, MN
Contact: Don Schuld, Director
Student Support Services

Time For Kids, Inc.
Rancho Murieta, CA 
Contact: Scott Lindstrom, Board President

TRECA & TRECA Digital Academy
Tri-Rivers Educational Computer Assoc.
Marion, Ohio
Contact: Michael A. Carder-Superintendent



Signing as Individuals

Tracey Adamowski
Iowa Parent and School Volunteer
W. Des Moines, IA

Arleen M. Alter MSW, School Social Worker
Vero Beach, FL

Tony Alvarez, Instructor
University of Hawaii
Honolulu, HI

Lance Alwin, District Administrator 
School District of Baraboo
Baraboo, WI 

Jeff Anderson, Associate Professor 
Indiana University
Bloomington, IN

Nancy Andress, Asst Super for Instruction
Guilderland Central Schools
Guilderland, NY

Karla Anhalt, Ph.D., Assistant Professor
School Psychology Program
Ed Foundations and Special Services Dept
Kent State University
Kent, OH

Michele Augustin, M.Ed., NCSP
Special School District of St. Louis County
St. Louis, MO

Susan Averna, PhD
Developmental and Ed Psychologist
Natick, MA

Vicki Bailar-Holmin, MSW, LICSW
Northwest Youth & Family Services
Shoreview, MN

Nancy Bansbach-Casey, MA, MFT
School Psychologist
Moorpark, CA

Debra Baron 
Dir. of Community Partnership Programs
Iroquois-Kankakee Regional Office of Ed.
Kankakee, IL

Mary Barringer, School Psychologist
Psych. Services - Bryan ISD
Bryan TX

Vivian Batterson, School Psychologist/Staff
Development Specialist
EASTCONN Regional Ed Service Center
Willimantic, CT

Eileen Battle-Krampitz, LCSW
School Social Worker
Round Rock, TX

Elizabeth W. Bauer, Member
Michigan State Board of Education
Birmingham, MI

Katie Beatty, Elementary Counselor
North Cedar School District 
Stanwood, IA

Gabrielle Bedard, LCSW
School Social Worker
Randolph, MA

Sue Bergman, MEd, NCC, LMHC,
School Counselor
Likelike Elementary School
Honolulu, HI

Alice Bolstridge, Ph. D.
English Instructor
Maine School of Science and Mathematics
Limestone, ME

Susan Bottino
Nationally Certified School Psychologist
Temecula, CA

Crystal Bragg, Program Coord Special Ed 
Wenatcheee, WA

Peggy Brandt, Lead Counselor
ASSETS School, K-8 Program
Honolulu, HI

Stan Brein, Coord. for Student Support Services
Lancaster Independent School District
Lancaster, TX

Margaret O. Brown, PhD, School Social Worker
Sunnyside School
School District Of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, PA

Jeanette Burkart 
Guidance Counselor and Department Head
Eisenhower Accelerated School
Decatur, IL

Robert Burke, Associate Professor
Department of Teacher Education
Miami University
Oxford, OH

Karen L. Cratz, LCSW, Program Manager
Christiana Care Health System
William Penn High School Wellness Center 
New Castle, DE



Rita Casey, Associate Professor
Wayne State University
Detroit, MI

Carolyn Chambers Clark
Tree of Life Health Care
Bradenton, FL

Deborah Chicorelli, Dir. of Special Education 
Morris Central School 
Morris, NY

Arthur L. Clark, M.Ed., LMHC, 
School Psychologist 
Mt. Baker School District
Deming, WA

Sylvia A. Cohen, Ph.D., Lead Psychologist
Scottsdale Unified School District
Scottsdale, AZ

Rebecca Collett, MA, JD, Project Director 
Northwest Regional Education Service Dist.
Beaverton, OR

Jo Collins, Guidance Counselor 
Mineral Springs Middle School 
Winston-Salem, NC 

Nancy Colocino, Coordinator
IUSD Guidance Resources
Irvine, CA

Brent Conway, Assistant Principal
Tyngsborough Public Schools
Tyngsborough, MA

Chrissy Conway, School Social Worker
Malden Public Schools
Malden, MA

Terra Crable, LSW
School Based Mental Health
Mental Health services of Clark Co.
Springfield, OH

Daniel Santa Cruz
Healthy Start/Student Support Services Coordinator
Florence Griffith Joyner Elem School/LAUSD
Los Angeles, CA

Paul Dauphinais, Ph.D.
Nationally Certified School Psychologist
Turtle Mountain Community Indian Schools
Belcourt, ND

Christine Davis, Counselor 
LAUSD
Los Angeles, CA

Lisa Dawes, Exec Director of Student Services
Sun Prairie Area School District
Sun Prairie, WI

Sandra De La Cruz, Exe Dir, Pupil Support Services 
Grand Prairie Independent School District 
Grand Prairie, TX

Diane DiPaolo, Director of Counseling Services
Gallup McKinley County Schools
Gallup, NM

Beth Doll, Professor
School Psychology Program
University of Nebraska Lincoln
Lincoln, NE

Kay M. Doughty 
V.P. Family and Community Services
Operation PAR, Inc.
Pinellas Park, FL

Joy Dyfoos, Independent Researcher
Brookline, MA

Kevin Dwyer, School Mental Health Advocate
Bethesda, MD

Mary Jane England, MD
President, Regis College
(former president of American Psychiatric Assoc)
Weston, MA

Teryn Estenson, Family Services Liaison
Red Rock Elementary
Moab, UT

Rossella Fanelli, Ph.D., School Psychologist
President of CT Association of School Psychologists
New Canaan High School 
New Canaan, CT

Deana Ferry, At-Risk Coordinator 
Northampton Area High School 
Northampton, PA 

Mary E. Fischer, PhD
Early Childhood Education Specialist
Bremerton, WA

Carol A. Flanagan-Dupuis, RN, 
School Nurse Supervisor
Higganum, CT

Dennis J. Fleming, Executive Director
Rockland County Youth Bureau
New City, NY

Betty Folsom, Advisor
Safe Schools Unit
Riverside Co. Office of Education
Riverside, CA



Amy Frank
Peoria, IL

Joan R. Fretz,  Dir. of Fine and Performing Arts
Huntington Schools
Huntington, NY

Barbara K. Friedrichs, CSP, Project Director
Safe Schools, Healthy Students
Lafayette Parish School System
Lafayette, LA

Peggy Funkhouser, President & CEO
Urban Education Partnership
Los Angeles, CA

Michael Furlong, Professor and Chair
Department of Counseling, 
Clinical, and School Psychology 
Gevirtz Graduate School of Education 
University of California Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara, CA

Robert R. Geigle, Ed. D.
Director of Pupil Services
Oshkosh Area School District
Oshkosh, WI

Richard W. Gentile III, 4th Grade Teacher
Schenectady City Schools
Schenectady, NY

Kathryn Gerken, Associate Professor
College of Education 
The University of Iowa 
Iowa City IA 

Andrea Gernon
Co-chair Lakewood Community Collaboration
Lakewood, WA

Georgean Gierhart, Educational Support Counselor
Wentzville R-IV School District
Wentzville, MO 

Debbie Golden, School Board Trustee
Ventura Unified School District

Steve Gonzalez, Coordinator 
Comp. and Positive Behavioral Supports
Fresno County (CA) SELPA
Fresno, CA

Mike Goos, School Psychologist
Schuyler Community Schools
Schuyler, NE

Kathy Gordon, LCSW
Tucson Unified School District
Tucson, AZ

Debi Graham-Schroeder RN, BA, School Nurse
Davenport Community Schools
Davenport, IA

Tanja Gromala, Elem School Counselor
Kingman Unified School District,
Kingman,  AZ

Eleanor Guetzloe, Ed. D.
Professor Emerita, College of Education
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL 

Molly Harrison, NCSP
Nevada City, CA 

Gloria Hilsinger, RN, MN
School Nurse Corps Administrator
Yakima, WA

Paulette Moore Hines, Ph.D., Chief Psychologist
Executive Director, Center for Healthy Schools,
Families & Communities
Director, Office of Prevention Services & Research
University Behavioral HealthCare, Univ. of
Medicine & Dentistry of NJ
Piscataway, NJ

John P. Hoffman, Dir of Pupil Personnel Services
Huntington Beach Union HS District
Huntington Beach, CA

Yolanda Horsch, School Counselor
Newton Rayzor Elementary
Denton, TX 

Bridget K. Howell, NCSP, LPC
School Psychologist
Dobson High School/Mesa Public Schools
Mesa, AZ

Richard L. Hull
Dir of Curriculum, Instruction and Special Programs
Fairless Local Schools
Navarre, OH

Suzan Stone Hurlbut, Psychologist 
St. Paul, MN 

Amy James. Ph.D.
University of Connecticut Health Center
Division of Behavioral Sciences 
Farmington, CT 

Charles W. Kalinski, Ed.D, 
Learning Resource Specialist
Merrimack, NH

Waltraud Kater, School Psychologist
Red Lion, PA



Angel Katona, School Social Worker
SCALE Greensboro
Greensboro, NC 

Susan Keens, Dir of Guidance and Counseling
La Salle High School
Pasadena, CA

Diane M. Kerchner, Director
The Neurodevelopmental Academy
San Dimas, CA

Deborah Kipps-Vaughan, Psy. D. 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist
Supervisor of Psychological Services
Halifax County Public Schools
Halifax, VA

David Knopf, Assistant Clinical Professor
Division of Adolescent Medicine
University of California, San Francisco
San Francisco, CA

Howard M. Knoff, Ph.D., President
Project ACHIEVE Incorporated
Little Rock, AR

Joseph LaMelza, Ed.D. 
Assistant to the Superintendent
Special Education and Pupil Personnel Services
Lindenhurst Public Schools
Lindenhurst, NY

Jim Larson, Ph.D., NCSP
Professor and Coordinator
School Psychology Program
UW-Whitewater
Whitewater, WI

Janet Leahy 
Supervisor of Counseling & Safe School Services
Middletown City Schools
Middletown, OH

Dean Lesicko, Coordinator, Student Support
Murrieta Valley Unified School District
Murrieta, CA 

Joan Letendre, School of Social Work 
University of Connecticut
West Hartford, CT

Laura Lewis
FACT/ City of Tonawanda SD
Tonawanda, NY

Diane M. Libby, MS, NCC, LPC 
PA Certified School Counselor
Student Services Specialist
East Pennsboro Area School District
Enola, PA

David K. Lohrmann, PhD, CHES, FASHA
Professor and Graduate Coordinator
Department of Applied Health Science
Indiana University
Bloomington, IN

Jeff A. Longo, Student Assistance Program Coord
North Allegheny Senior High School
Wexford, PA

Adrienne Lostaunau, L.C.S.W.
Oxnard School District - School Psychologist
Oxnard, CA

John MacDonald, PhD, NCSP, School Psychologist
Seattle Public Schools
Seattle, WA

Edmund "Beau" McCaffray, Coordinator
NHCS Safe and Drug Free Schools 
New Hanover County, NC

Marty McCormick, School Counselor 
Certified Positive Discipline Associate 
Jersey Shore Area School District 
Jersey Shore, PA

Amy McGuire, M.A., Ed.S
School Psychologist
Whittier Area Cooperative Special Ed Program
Whittier, CA

Mary McKenna, Teacher
Gen. Louis Wagner Middle School
Philadelphia, PA

Leonard McLaren, Program Specialist
Rowland USD
Rowland Heights, CA 

Patty McMillin, LMSW, Lead Social Worker
Lower Kuskokwim School District
Bethel, AK

Debbie Marrero, Student Assistance Counselor
Clayton HS/MS
Clayton, NJ

Ralph D. Maves, M.S., Ed.S, MSPA Lobbyist
Minnesota School Psychology Association
White Bear Lake, MN 

Linda Meigs, Student Support Consultant
Georgetown, TX

Debra Meinke, School Nursing Coordinator
Wisconsin

Darcy L. Menter, LMHC
Grant Resource Specialist
District School Board Pasco County
Land O' Lakes, Fl



Eloise Lopez Metcalfe, Ph.D.
Director, Teacher Education Program
UCLA GSEIS 
Los Angeles, CA

Lana Michelson, Chief
Bureau of Children Families and Community Srvcs
Iowa Department of Education
Des Moines, IA

Rosie Moore M.Ed.,LMHC
Garfield/Nova Teen Health Center
Seattle, WA

Ed Morris, Ph.D., Project Coordinator
Moberly Community Coalition for Children and
Families
Moberly Public Schools
Moberly, MO

Audrey Murph MSW/ LCSW, School Social Worker
Springfield Public Schools
Springfield, MA

Hector F. Myers, Ph.D.
Professor and Director of Clinical Training
Department of Psychology, UCLA
Los Angeles, CA

Jeffrey Nelson, Director of Special Education
West Morris Regional High School District
Chester, NJ

Donna L. Oates, MSW, School Social Worker
Union Hill Elementary School
High Point, NC

John L. Ochoa, Ph.D.
Clinical & School Psychologist
New York, NY

Thomas Ollendick 
Professor & Director, Child Study Center
Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 

Trina W. Osher, President
Huff Osher Consulting, Inc.
Takoma Park, MD

Jane C. Owen, Ph.D.
West Professor of Educational Leadership
Midwestern State University
Wichita Falls, TX

Anthony Pantaleno, Ph.D. 
School Psychologist
Elwood Union Free School District
East Northport, NY  

Janet Patti, Vice President,
New York State Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development & Professor,
Hunter College
New York, NY

Lynn Pedraza, Dir. Health and Wellness
Albuquerque Public Schools
Albuquerque, NM 

Janelle Peotter-Webber, MSSW
School Social Worker
Green Bay WI

Marianne Pennekamp, MSW, PPSC, Ph.D.
Eureka, CA

Kathryn Schell Phillips, LCSW, PPS
Mental Health Coordinator
Fresno Unified School District
Fresno, CA 

Rick Phillips, Ph.D., Director of Evaluation
SAMHSA System of Care Grant &
Director of Research and Evaluation
ID Child Welfare Research and Training 
Coeur d’Alene, ID  

Anita J. Quiett, Ed.D., School Psychologist
Harborfields High School
Greenlawn, NY

Kathleen Rahn, NCSP
School Psychologist
Mesa, Arizona

Phyllis Reed, Director of Pupil Services 
Anaheim City School District 
Anaheim, CA

Sandra S. Rigsbee, ACSW, LCSW
Erie-Henson Health Center
Chicago, IL

Michael Ring-MA/PC
Director of Social Services
TRECA/SAFE Program
Marion, OH

Carol M. Roe
Department of Family Services
Office of Planning and Evaluation
Camp Springs, MD

Meredith Rolfe, Administrator 
Safe & Healthy Kids Program Office
California Department of Education
Sacramento, CA

Howie Schaffer, Public Outreach Director 
Public Education Network (PEN)
Washington, DC



Jenna Schieffer, Ed.S., NCSP
School Psychologist, Facilitator
Optimizing Success through Problem Solving
Milwaukee Public Schools
Milwaukee, WI

David B. Seaburn, Ph.D.
Director, Family Support Center
Spencerport Central School District
Spencerport, NY

Gary L. Shaffer, Ph. D.
Coordinator of School Social Work
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
School of Social Work
Chapel Hill, NC

Sharon Sheldon, Program Specialist
Program Services Unit
Community MH and Substance Abuse Section
Department of State Health Services
Austin, TX

Kelly Shepherd  MSN, APRN, BC, School Nurse
San Jose Unified School District 
San Jose, CA

Robert L. Sherman, Dir of Pupil Personnel Services 
Plymouth Public Schools
Plymouth, MA

Collins Siakwan
PORT Human Services
Greenville, NC 

Donald Sindon, LCSW
School Social Worker
Brittonkill Central School District
Troy, NY

Linda N. Smith, RN, MSEd
School Nurse, Health Educator
San Juan Unified School District
Carmichael, CA

Susan Spalding, Special Education Teacher
Children's Learning Academy 
San Diego Center for Children
San Diego, CA

Kelly Stern, Director for Student Supports
Waimea Middle School
Kamuela, HI

Tracey Stute, LISW  
School Based Mental Health
Mental Health services of Clark Co.
Springfield, OH

Melissa Tester, Ph.D. candidate  
University of Houston
Houston, TX 

Donna Therrien, Guidance Counselor
Henry Wilson Memorial School 4-6
Farmington, NH 

Tori Todd, Licensed School Counselor
Lewiston-Altura ISD #857
Lewiston, MN 

Trygve Torgerson, M.S.E, N.C.C., L.P.C.
Elementary School Counselor
Watertown Unified School District
Watertown, WI

Paul A. Schewe, Ph.D., Director
Interdisciplinary Center for Research on Violence
University of Illinois at Chicago
Chicago, IL

Cynthia Schiebel, Educational Consultant
Austin, TX

Jason Simpson
Parent of 2 Special Education Students
Murrieta, CA

Nina Snyder MA, MHC, School Psychologist
Newburgh Enlarged City School District
Newburgh, NY

Lori Stolee, Director
Safe Schools/Healthy Students
Anacortes, WA

Rosanna Ungerman, Principal
Dixon Middle School
Provo School District
Provo, Utah

Jennifer M. Van Buskirk 
School & Community Network
Lancaster, PA

Glenis Vialva 
Waterbury Youth Service System, Inc
Waterbury, CT

James Wagley, LCSW-BACS
Sabine Parish Schools
Many, LA

Tim Warren, LICSW, Associate Principal
Liberty Middle School
Camas, WA

Lester L. Washington, Ph.D. Candidate
Lifetime Certified Guidance & MH Counselor
Colorado State University, Ft. Collins
Ft. Collins, CO

Darlena Watt, Colville Tribe 
Spokane, WA



Shelly Weatherford, School Psychologist
Murray, KY

Juanita Weber, Consultant
California School Age Families Education
California Department of Education
Sacramento, CA

Sharon L. West, Middle School Counselor
Lochburn Middle School
Lakewood, WA

Dennis L. White, Research and Policy Analyst, 
Safe Schools and Communities
Alexandria, VA
 
Annette Wilson, School Social Worker (Retired)
Hiawatha, KS

Gary Wilson, Director of Student Services
Clover Park School District
Lakewood, WA

R. Jan Wilson, MSW, Ph.D
Associate Clinical Professor
School of Social Work
Saint Louis University,
St. Louis, MO

Gordon Wrobel, School Psychologist
Elfin Cove, AK

Andrea Zetlin, Professor of Education
California State University, Los Angeles
Charter College of Education
Los Angeles, CA




